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Bulletin – 5th August
Jonathan Owen, NALC CEO, writes…

NALC Star Council Awards 2021

This week we announced the finalists for the 2021 Star Council Awards. The judging panel included representatives from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, the Local Government Association, the Rural Coalition, the Transport Planning Society, BHIB Councils Insurance and the University of Exeter. They had a tough time witling down the entries from over 200 across the five categories. Once again, the public will determine this year's Council of the Year winners — find out more about the finalists and cast your vote.

National Network: Young Councillors

We held our first National Network: Young Councillors meeting on 26th July 2021, which featured three of England's youngest councillors. The network aims to connect young councillors from across the country, learn from and support each other, and share good practices. Discussions at the meeting included issues faced by young councillors and getting more young people involved — read more in our news story.

NALC's event on planning and power

NALC held another sold-out online event on 28th July 2021. The planning and power event discussed were the lack of democracy in the planning system, planning with and for people, and ensuring that climate change remains at the heart of democratising the planning process. We want to thank our expert panel of Richard Blyth (Royal Town Planning Institute), Hugh Ellis (Town and Country Planning Association) and Cllr Anna Watson (Shipley Town Council).

Future Communities 2021

We're delighted to announce Jackie Weaver (Cheshire Association of Local Councils), Mick King (Local Government and Public Services Ombudsman), and Lord Evans (Committee on Standards in Public Life) as our headline speakers. Our speakers centre around three main themes; NALC's #MakeAChange campaign and diversity, public services, and civility and standards. The one-day online conference takes place on 2nd December 2021 — register your place today!

National Association Awards

I've been immensely proud of our sector over the last 18-months in supporting the national response to the pandemic and continues to do so, which is why we were delighted to finalist at the National Association Awards in the Best Covid Response category. Our chair, Cllr Sue Baxter and NALC colleagues attended the event in London on 27 July 2021. As you would expect, it was a heavily contested field with lots of membership organisations from various sectors showcasing their outstanding work and that of their respective members. Unfortunately, we didn't win, but a huge congratulations to Hire Association Europe and CPD Standards Office on their gold and silver awards. It's great to see our sector's hard work recognised, and I want to thank everyone for their incredible work.


Times Radio features young councillors

Through NALC's #MakeAChange campaign, we've encouraged people from all backgrounds and experiences to get involved in their communities and stand as councillors. So it was great to listen to three newly-elected 18-year-old councillors on Times Radio. Cllr Freya Davies (Flore Parish Council, Northamptonshire), Cllr Jessica Michie (Oswestry Town Council, Shropshire) and Cllr Connor Winter (Bexhill Town Council, East Sussex) joined Luke Jones (standing in for Matt Chorley) to discuss why they got involved and their experiences so far. I'm grateful to our partners Breakthrough Communications for their help in delivering a bite-sized media training session to help them prepare for the interview.
Society of Local Council Clerks meeting
Cllr Baxter and Steve Trice, SLCC chair and clerk at Haywards Heath Town Council, met last week and stressed the importance of working together around sector improvement and promoting civility and respect. They agreed to review the working protocol between the two organisations, and Cllr Baxter will speak at the SLCC National Conference 2021 in October.

Prime Minister's Champion Group on dementia

NALC provided secretariat support to the Prime Minister's Champion Group (PMCG) on dementia on 30th July. The group looks to make the UK the best in the world for dementia care, support, research, and awareness. Headlines from the meeting include:
· The Rail Delivery Group provided an overview of their work to make railways welcoming for passengers with dementia, including carrying out Disability Equality Training, recognising Sunflower Lanyards and undertaking equality impact assessments.

· The Dementia Friendly Technology subgroup identified the need for two guides on digital for dementia — one for consumers and one for commissioners — the group is currently exploring options for this.

· The group received an update from the Alzheimer's Society on how dementia friends training has continued during the COVID-19 pandemic, other ways they've engaged around dementia and plans to encourage people to keep in touch.

· Achievements from the PMCG include three million Dementia Friends, 400 dementia-friendly communities, and 15 sector dementia-friendly guides. The group will highlight the expertise amongst members to the prime minister and encourage government departments to nominate a dementia champion.

· The University of Plymouth has produced a Dental Dementia Friendly Guide for all UK dentists next month.

· The group heard from BBC Radio Devon about the BBC's Make a Difference Campaign, including partnering with retailers to give away digital radios to vulnerable residents, providing a Sunday service weekly at 8 am and running in content in Polish.

New guide on insurance and accounting from BHIB Councils Insurance

NALC’s insurance partner BHIB Councils Insurance has developed a helpful guide for new local council clerks and councillors. Insurance and Accounting for Councils is a detailed guide to the different types of insurance available to local councils and provides valuable insight into keeping council accounts. You can find out more about the guide in their blog and download the guide FREE from their website.


National Resilience Strategy Call for Evidence

Please see the attached policy consultation briefing for the National Resilience Strategy Call for Evidence.

And finally...

Places for our online events are selling out fast, so please grab your tickets before they sell out to avoid disappointment. We have a great lineup of events and speakers to take us into 2022. Events on the future of high streets and town centres, levelling up the environment through biodiversity net gain, making rural housing more affordable, and our first-ever one-day online conference, Future Communities 2021
Message from Staffordshire County Council

Supportive Communities Update

Please find attached an update on available Supportive Communities training.  Some of these sessions have passed but the leaflet provides future dates around the following courses available: 

· Mental Health Awareness

· Signposting and Resources

· Communication and Safeguarding

· Assistive Technology and Digital Skills

These sessions run from September onwards. Each session lasts for 1 hour and all sessions are free to attend. To book, visit: https://www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk/events/upcoming-training
Recorded versions of all the previous training sessions have been included in the flyer (if people would prefer to watch a video of the training, at a more convenient time).  Training certificates are still available via this route.
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